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Abstract
Murine typhus is a type of rickettsiosis, caused by Rickettsia typhi, found worldwide. Its clinical presentation is usually non-specific with a mild extent of disease and spontaneous recovery often occurs within two weeks even in untreated patients. Severe complications are rarely encountered. Herein, we reported a case of murine typhus complicated with multiple organ dysfunction syndrome, septic shock requiring vasopressor support, respiratory failure requiring mechanical ventilation, acute kidney injury requiring renal replacement therapy, impaired liver function with hyperbilirubinemia, aseptic meningitis, and disseminated intravascular coagulation. The diagnosis was confirmed with seroconversion on immunofluorescence assay. Although the patient was initially treated with broad-spectrum antibiotics including levofloxacin, defervescence was achieved after the initiation of doxycycline. This case demonstrates that murine typhus is not as benign as it is generally considered and doxycycline remains the treatment of choice.






