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Proposal for Colorectal Cancer Management
Algorithm

Tsun-1 Cheng I, Shuh-Yan Leu I, Mei-Ching Liulll, Wei-Tse Fang1I,
James Jer-Min JianIV, Skye Hongiun ChengIV, Chung Rong Chang ChienV, Shu-Wen
JaoVI,
Jen-Kou LinVII, Ling-Wei WangVIll, Jin-Hwang LiulX, Rheun-Chuan LeeX, Kwan-Yee
ChanXl,
Yu-Mong Lin I, Yen-Chun Lin XII, Cheng-Fang Horng XII, Yi-Wen Chang XII,



Andrew T. Huang |, and Juei-Low Sung |

IDepartment of Medicinel, lIColorectal Surgery, 111Oncology, IVRadiation Oncology,
XIRadiology, XIIClinical Research Office
Koo Foundation Sun Yat-Sen Cancer Center,
VDepartment of Colorectal Surgery
Chang Gung Memorial Hospital
VIDepartment of Colorectal Surgery
Tri-Service General Hospital
VIIDepartment of Colorectal surgery, VIIIRadiation Oncology,
IXOncology, XRadiology Veteran General Hospital Taipeli

The colorectal cancer was among the top ten cancers in Taiwan. The incidence of
colorectal cancer ranked number three and the mortality ranked number three in 1997.
There were 5472 people diagnosed with colorectal cancer and 2855 people died from
colorectal cancer annually. Because of suboptimal diagnosis and treatment, the five-year
survival rates were lower in Taiwan as compared with those in other developed countries.
To ensure that all patients who have colorectal cancers receive the state-of-the-art treatment,
the development of an algorithm is mandatory. In this study, we propose to establish an
algorithm for the diagnosis and treatment of colorectal cancer based on the practice
guideline developed at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and experts in Taiwan who are
interested in management of colorectal cancer. The algorithm was finalized after a
workshop participated by the experts. The diagnosis was classified into standard,
recommended, or optional according to the degree of consensus. The treatment was
assessed by evidence rating level, and classified into level I, Il recommendations, level IlI,
IV options. (J Intern Med Taiwan 2001;12:221-234 )
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