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Abdominal pain Caused by Thoracoabdominal Radiculopathy

Tsun-1 Cheng, Shu-Fen Feng*, Kuan-Yee Chan**, Vincent P. Chung**,
Wen-Ling Peng***, I-Wen Penn**** and Yu-Mong Lin

Department of Medicine, *Neurology, **Radiology, ***Anesthesiology,
****Rehabilitation Medicine
Koo Foundation Sun Yat-Sen Cancer Center

Abdominal pain could be originated from intra-abdominal lesions; such as, ulcer,
inflammation, obstruction, ischemia, malignancy, trauma, or referred pain. Most
clinicians, however, are not familiar with the abdominal pain caused by
thoracoabdominal radiculopathy, which has been rarely reported. Thracoabdominal
radiculopathy often presented with severe chest or abdominal pain, sensory
polyneuropathy and weight loss. We presented an 87 years old man who had history
of degenerative arthritis and was evaluated for severe abdominal pain. The patient
underwent a series of investigations for gastrointestinal diseases, but no definite
etiology was established. Under the observation of the effect of posture on the
degree of abdominal pain, i.e. worsen on weight-bearing position, along with the
radiographic evidence of T11 change in MRI, the patient received nerve block and
physical therapy. Subsequently, the abdominal pain was relieved, and the diagnosis
of thoracoabdominal radiculopathy was substantiated. We would like to call
attention to the clinicians to consider thoracoabdominal radiculopathy in patients with
abdominal and back pain when GI workups are unrevealing. (J Intern Med Taiwan
2002; 13:200-203)
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