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Prevention and Management of Hepatitis B Virus

Reactivation in Cancer Patients

Undergoing Chemotherapy

Chung-Chu Chen, Po-Chuan Wang, Han-Wen Chang, and Ching-Fu Chen

For cancer patients receiving cytotoxic chemotherapy, hepatitis B virus reactivation is well-described com-

plication resulting in varying degree of liver damage. Therefore, we discuss how to prevent and manage the

HBV reactivation in cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy; analyze the risk factors of HBV reactivation.

According to the evidence-base medicine: The prophylactic, preemptive lamivudine significantly decreases the

incidence of HBV reactivation, morbidity and disruption of chemotherapy. So the HBsAg or HBV-DNA positive

patients are recommended the preemptive lamivudine before initiation of chemotherapy. The treatment was then

continued throughout the course of chemotherapy for at least 3 months after discontinuation of chemotherapy

and when the total white cell counts had become normalized. If the physician and patient do regular follow up

carefully, it is not difficult to deal with the YMDD mutation and withdrawal hepatitis after cessation of preemptive

lamivudine.  ( J Intern Med Taiwan 2007; 18: 236- 243 )
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